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expressed to Tschirschky his gratitude to the Kaiser and
Bethmann "for their clear attitude which was in accord-
ance with treaty obligations and friendship/' but promptly
disavowed what Hoyos had said to Zimmermann about
Austria's intention to partition Serbia.63
At the Ministerial Council of July 7, Berchtold raised
the question:
whether the time had not come to make Serbia harmless
once for all through the use of force. Such a decisive blow
could not be struck without diplomatic preparations. So
he had got into touch with the German Government. The
discussions in Berlin had led to a very satisfactory result,
inasmuch as Emperor William, as well as Bethmann-
Hollweg, had given emphatic assurance of unconditional
German support in case of a warlike complication with
Serbia.64 Italy and Rumania must still be reckoned with;
and here he was in accord with the Berlin Cabinet that it
was better to act first without consulting them, and then
await any possible demands for compensation.65
He [Berchtold] was aware that a passage of arms with
Serbia might result in a war with Russia. But Russia
was following a policy, that, looking to the future, was
aiming at a combination of the Balkan states, including
Rumania, for the purpose of using them against the Mon-
archy when the time seemed opportune. He was of the
opinion that Austria must take into account the fact that
63 KD., 18; see above, at note 50.
64 The words, "inasmuch as ... with Serbia," were added by Berch-
told afterwards to the minutes which were noted down by Hoyos; Gooss,
p. 51, n. 3.   Berchtold's alteration of the record would make it easier
for him to persuade Francis Joseph to consent to war with Serbia when
the minutes of the Council were presented to him for approval.
65 Berchtold here implies that it was the Berlin Cabinet which made
the suggestion that Italy and Rumania be not informed.   In reality,
(even admitting the fact of Bethmann's assent on this point which is
doubtful; see above, at notes 3^-42), it is clear from Szogyeny's own
phrase, "Bethmann as well as the Emperor is in complete agreement with
us," that it was from the Austrian, and not from the German, side that
this shortsighted suggestion was first made.